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Collaborative learning is key 
Edtech is going to play a pivotal role in solving several challenges for 

higher education institutes, says DR RL RAINA 

The 2020 was one of the biggest 
years of transformations the 
education industry is witness

ing currently. The coronavirus pan
demic rapidly forced our classroom 
learning process to completely 
adhere to digital mediums and at 
times blended education (partially 
online and classroom) in order to 
have an uninterrupted learning. 

The COVID 19 pandemic 
impacted the education sector 
heavily. With 1.26 billion children 
worldwide having gone education 
less as estimated by the UNESCO, 
out of which 300 million children 
are just from India. The initial hic
cups of the lockdown had com
pellednot only students but also 
educators to come out of their com
fort zone and learnt new skills to 
master online teaching platforms 
among others. 

The complete education system 
has gone through an unprecedent
ed growth in digital transformation, 
moreover, the education experts 

, suggest that this is just the begin
l. \ ning. As we move towards a new 

beginning, we should be ready 
with novel challenges including 
student retention, student engage
ment, collaborative learning 
requirements as well as competitive 
models from international institu
tions. Edtech is going to play a piv
otal role in solving these challenges 
for higher education institutes. The 
key trends are: 

VIDEO-BASED CONTENT 
One should not be surprised to 

learn that the usage of videos for 
online training (or video-based 
learning) will get a new momentum 
this year to make the education 
process interesting and increase stu
dent engagement. 

No doubt videos are a high
impact medium, and it creates an 
engaging learning experience with 
high recall and retention. It also 
encourages microlearning, creativ
ity and interactivity an1ong the stu
dents. 

There is a myth that video
based learning was created to 
replace teachers and trainers, hut 

- ---------------- -

Blended 
learning helps in 

enhancing the 
access to 

education and 
maximises 

flexibility to 
students and 

teachers. This 
learning process 
initiates interest, 
interaction and 
satisfaction in 
the learning 
environment 

actually it was created to enhance 
the learning experience and 
increase the accessibility of quality 
education even in the far-flung 
areas, where there is a dismal stu
dent and teacher ratio. 

INCREASED USAGE 
The Internet of Things, 

Artificial Intelligence, Machine 
Learning, Virtual Reality and 
Augmented Reality are going to play 
a pivotal role in education in order 
to enhance student! earning and 
engagement. 

It will reinvent the online learn
ing space in the years to come. 
Through AI, student learning abil
ities will be estimated, which in turn 
will help us to bring modifications 
in the learning process. 

But the biggest challenge in 
implementing these evolved tech
nologies in the education is the 
internet penetration especially in 
tier II and tier III cities. These tech
nologies have to be affordable so 
that underprivileged students can 
also have an access to them. 

BLENDED LEARNING 
With the onset of new strain of 

muted coronavirus, looks like the 
first few months of2021 would fol
low the new normal. In such a sce
nario, blended learning will play a 
significant role for education sector. 

For the past few years, blend
ed learning has been a part of pre
mier higher education institutes 
such as IlMs and IlTs. 

This form of learning com
bines online educational materials 
and opportunities for online inter
action with traditional place-based 
classroom methods. Since some 
courses involve practical classes, 
blended learning is effective for 
such studies. It helps in enhancing 
the access to education and ma..x -
imises flexibility to both students 
and teachers. This kind oflearning 
process initiates student interest, 
interaction and satisfaction in the 
learning environment. Blended 
learning is no doubt the future of 
global learning. 

The writer is Vice-Chance llor, JK 
Lakshmipat Universitv. Jaipur 
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SHl "Jl'.\I GII OSA 
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A
~ CO\ 1fLi9 ~'-0 c:mtim.!~ 
rn ri5'.e i..1 th e- cit,; after a 
rwo-month rcrCSSion. the 

;;ope that s:udems had nu.rnrred 
of 1crumi1"1g to cla.s.srooms has 
bee.7 d:l.sbed . \\1:h online classes 
continuing co pl~ -the role oi the 
~Llbst!:u:e. srude.m.5. from across 
age p-oups have 5taned to feel 
the loss. 

PJtch~· Lnreme1 connect::i\if\·, 
m:.ssed internship or exrra-rui-
r irul.ar O;Jpo;-n!nities, lack of 
-s.:r: ool o;- colJef!e life~ and na,i 
,2j,7 :; tiJrouE.li -home ro find a 
Dlace- co□d uCI\·e for study are 
So:n-: of I.he issues students 
;,0imed out while looking back at 
L'ie pas;: year H·hen d.3.S5es went 
•.irnnJ. 

For HKshuJ Singh, a second
' ear Political Sc1e..7ce (Hons) sru
dem. srud:,ing in DU had always 
been an 2.Spiradon. HoweYe.r, be
fora he could eYen complete his 
nr,, vear in the uni1·ersity. he was 
fo rced to return to Saharanpur in 
L;r tar Pradesh, hi s native place, 
due ro the pandemic and tbe sub
sequeni lockdown. 

Problems aplenty 
- 1 ha,·.; alwars had the aspiration 
to be in Del hi university and a 
pan of th1: imellectual commurti-
1 y. Wli ile the lockdov.11 has been 

~~ :1 imn.)'=lle-c ti,t onie . things were 
11• 1\ ,.., , ,\-., ._-,"'11~- n • . '::,, \ l ' ' ' 't".. \.-.•..:\"\ , •<vl "'-

li'Cte C: n wnh poor connectivHy 
:md in Jn envi :-onmem nm con 
ducivt tr, attend.mg classes was 
nor e:isy The lack of access to Li
braric:s WjS an added issue. Over
all , in ,he pisr year we have mis
sed our on r he essence of being a 
pan of DU," ,aid ~1r. Singh. 

T:dking about rhe d.Jfference in 
rlie qu:iJi ry of learning. Ramjas 
Collc~e student Sneha S.u.ena 
S.1icl · "Tile quality of on line class-
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BRIDGING 
THE GAP 
_.\ year has passed since virrual learning became commonplace. 
While srudenrs say, Lhey miss the essence of campus life and 
are faced ,,ith rechnical glirches, EdTech companies are 
launching innovative products and are pushing for a 
blend of online and oflline learning in hjgher education 
es can never march that of physi
cal classrooms. There were net
work issues due to which we 
even had ro change the formal of 
our mid-term examinations. 
Even though professors tried to 
help, the lack of proper discus
sions in class was a big disadvan
tage; she said. 

"Finding a place ar home to at
tend these online classes was al
so an issue. I have two other si
blings and i □ itiaUy we did nor 
have enough de;ices for all three 
of us to anend classes simultane
ously," added Ms. Saxena, a na-
, ..,.,,._., , .~ \ J \.l." T 'f>r;i.dl="',h ' -. ~ h:,,h):J. · 

hanpur. 
At the school level, the num

ber of hours spent in front of the 
screen as well as lack of continu
ous supervision by an adult has 
led w its own set of problems. 
Gei:taBisht, who bought a smart
phone for her son !O anend on
line classes, says tha! she was 
shocked during a parent teacher 
inieracrion when told that her 
son had nor been anending class-

es. "Once I went back ro my job, I 
would leave my son at home with 
the phone unsupervised. He was 
busy playing games and charring 
with friends. I feel that he has 
lost our completely on a year. Al 
first we rook i! as a positive that 
we can spend time as a family. 
Bur now, online class is no substi 
tute ," Ms. Bish! sald. 

Missing campus life 
Al!hough online classes can tick 
the boxes of having finished co
vering the syllabus, students slu
dving at premier schools or col
\~vs·~ f ...., .., \ they h av e missed o ul 
on Ll1e ··experience·· of sLUdying 
at an institution that is irreplace
able. Navya Jain, a student of ln
draprastha College for Women, 
lamented: "What I have missed 
!he most in the last one year is 
the college experience thar one 
looks forward to. Online classes 
are not as interactive as regular 
classes as most of tbe times peo
ple have their videos off and il is 
not the sanie." 

Several students also spoke 
abou! the "lack of connect'' to 
professors, fellow classmates and 
the courses. 

Veerangana Chauhan, a stu
dent of Political Science in Lady 
Shri Ram College for Women, 
said: "It feels like I am not being 
able to do anything properly 
these days. The most important 
factor is lack of connect wi1h 
whatever I am trying Lo pursue. 
There are 80 people in our class 
and o ften wi th online teaching, 
proressors are not able to devote 
individual time to all. These days 
even if there nre 1utoria ls sche
duled, l am ~more C(?llcerned 
about saving data for th'e classes. 
Attending classes from home was 
another challenge as dlsrractions 
were aplenty with family mem
bers around." 

Lack of internships was another 
drawback. "When I starred college, 
I was looking forward to an overall 
experience including opportunities 
to ger good internships. Under cur
rent circumstances, the scope for 

such opportunities is no longer pos
sible. I was a part of the debating 
society among others most of 
which I have had to let go now; said 
Ms. Chauhan. 

Lack of discussioIB inside and 
outside classrooms have affected 
the teaching-learning process ov
er the past year, according to 
professors. Tan\rir Aeijaz, profes
sor a! Ramjas CoUege, said: •in
itially the feeling was that this is 
going to last momentarily and 
that we \\ill all be back soon. Bm 
at I.his point, teachers are war· 
ried and frustrated. The 1ibram 
discussions in classrooms are 
missing in online classes. It has 
become more like someone giv
ing sermons. Usuall\' most of the 
learning is done o·utside class
rooms, which is no longer an op
tion now." 

Teachers' apprehension 
Teachers have other doubts too. 
"In the backdrop of the New Edu
cation Policy (NEP) there is also 
apprehension among teachers 
that the government is pushing 
for online classes. Any poLicy 
which is top-down will have irs 
repercussions if the primary sta
keholders are not taken in to ac
count ," said Mr. Aeijaz. 

While ar rhe school level, pa
rents have been sceptical 
about sending their stu· 
dents back to school due !O 
the virus, at the unive rsity 
level, studenr groups !lave 
been. demanding the 
reopening of colleg~ 
es at the earliest. 
Students feel 
that the digital 
di,~de 
has creal- \ 
ed a gap ;t~ 

I~ 
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v.ith the shift !O?,-a rds online 
learning ar.d yc3.t~r ~doptilJ=:! rA 
[echnology tools. rne lod:do,m 
has caused the tranSitioD from of
fline to online, especially for In · 
dian education SJ"'5tem ar a muc..i 
fasrer pace with classes, doub1-
sol\ing 5-!:Ssions, ,emediaJ ar.d 
even asse5smems r.1'JVing on
line," Mr. Parujoshi said. 

He added that in a post-pan
demic world. we v."JJ s,,e a b!end 
of online and of!line learning in 
higher education. The indusrry 
believes that in the coming 
months and year;, more stu
dents will pre!tr ro study online 
and access content or study ma
terial online as it also addresses 
challenges such as expensive 
books, poor hl>rary infrastruc
ture, multiple and fragmented 
sources of study material and u'1e 
sheer amount oi time one takes 
in gathering the relevant srudy 
material. 

that v.ill be very difficult !O 
bridge as srudents are nor al
lowed on campus immedia1ely. 

The Srudents' Federation of 
lndia along with other organisa
tions that held a protest and hun
ger strike ro demand reopening 
of campuses earlier this month 
said: "Students want campuses 
to reopen. There are so many in
frastrucrural facilities. libraries 
and laboratories !hat students 
are restricted from accessing, 
thus decreasing the quality of 
their educational e_xperience. 
Many students retied on these ea
sily al'ailable resources on their 
campuses and university areas 
but the prolonged lockdown has 
reduced their opportunities. Ir is 
very evidently exclusionary and 
against the interests of the stu
dent C011)1Tluniry: 

Changing face 
To help bridge the gap. EdTech 
companies have launched a 
number of innovative products 
to help create a favourable learn
ing experience. When the lock
down happened, nor many insti
tutions were prepared ro deal 
with shifting ro online classes bur 
as !he year went along, solutions 
were foun d ro leap over many of 
the hurdles. 

Chandrabhanu Patta-
joshi, fowider of Glossa
read, a platfo rm that helps 
in making higher educa-
£io11 m o r e :11..·cc-.,s ihl~· .,nrl 
convenient, says that des

pite the chJilengi ng 
times, his company 
has seen an expo-
nential growth in 
terms of e,']lan
sion. "The Ed-
Tech i11dusrry 

has un
uergone 

a sea 
change 

1 , . 

SumeeL~lehta, co-founder and 
CEO of LEAD, an EdTech comoa
ny, obser;ed that adoption -oi 
technology has been brought fo r
ward by a couple of years and 
that most schools undertook a 
•jugaad' to set up online learning 
to make up for school shutdown. 

However, he feels that going 
forward as the school reopens. 
there is a need to cover the learn
ing gaps from last year and hrnce 
bridging courses are imperati,-e. 
•Schools need ro foUow hvbrid 
schooling which gives an option 
ro switch between school modes 
[ol!line/online j and let the 
schools decide the davs students 
will anend online class or phy'ii
cal school. Despite the challeng
ing environment, we need to 
continuouslv add value and rein
vent our learning models as we 
move away from lhe analogue 
world 10 the post-COVTD world." 
Mr. Mehta said. 

Virtual school 
An indicator to the change the 
COV LD-19 had brought to learn
ing can be seen from the announ
cemenr made by the Delhi go
vernment during the budge! that 
it plans to launch a Virnlll Delhi 
Model School. Educa1ion Minis
ter Manish Sisodic1 s:iid rh JC the 
school will be bJSed ,,n the prin
ciple of ··a nywhc.re_ li'-'ing, JJ1y
rime learning. an~ime resring" 
Jnd ir \~i ll not h.J\'t' ruu_r \vaJJs or a 
bui!d in;: tiur rh~re mil h ,· chi/ 

dreu, teachers. regular teaching
learning, examinadons and as
sessments. 

"It 1vill be 3 unique experi
ment in itsel f, and 1viU probably 
be the first virtual school in the 
world . This will bene!it studems 
in Delhi as well as ill those chil
dren who live in any pan of the 
coumry but ,vant w benefu fro in 
rhe Delhi educarion model," ~lr. 
Sisodio said. 
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Getting Education to Get Smart 

Ken Kang 

Schools have restarted in many 
parts of the country, bringing stu
dents back to classrooms after 
several months of attending classes 
online from their homes. We have all 
been waiting for this Better Normal. 

The Better Normal has been aided 
by a massive and unexpected digital 
shift. Despite the challenges, stu
dents, teachers and parents, govern
ments and education institutions 
put their best foot forward and 
collaborated in various ways. These 
included innovative ideas to con
nect students with their teachers, 
create study material and make 
them available digitally. 

An entire generation of students 
did miss out on traditional brick
and-mortar classroom learning. But 
effective use of digital channels also 
showed us how we can use technolo
gy to give children access to quality 
education even in locations where it 
is difficult to set up physical schools. 

The potential of unleashing a 
game-changer in educatic:m will ~est 
on three pillars. The first IS creation 
~ high-speed networks across the 

country 5G networks are around the 
cor ner, and they have the potential 
to transform the education sector, 
offering seamless remote-learning 
opportunities in every corner of the 
country At the moment, it is a daunt
ing task to ensure teaching quality 
is uniform across the country, espe
cially in rural areas. 5G·can bridge 
that gap by making streaming of 
high-quality interactive virtual 
classrooms and content a reality. 

Second, students should be provid
ed with high-quality devices at affor
dable prices to access these teaching 
aids through a special incentive 
policy for device manufacturers. 

And, third, support and training of 
the teacher community will be 

Getttn1 all systems go 

required to prepare education for 
the schools of tomorrow. This would 
involve training them on how to use 
digital pedagogies with technology 
products to enable more engaging 
learning approaches in the future. 

The lockdown has resulted in the 
emergence of a variety of new jobs, 
the 'gig economy' and the likelihood 
that the careers of 2025 may not have 
even surfaced yet. The new educa
tional and digital learning environ
ment will require development of a 
novel syllabus and academic pro
cess. Today, dozens, if not hundreds, 
of books worth of information can 
be stored on computers or tablets. 
The same devices can be used to 
design presentations, do course 
work and partake in group projects 
and classroom discussions. This 
translates to a need for enabling 
even the most underserved citizens 
in remote locations with modern 
methods of learning, new informa
tion and the tools that facilitate 
their exchange. 

While this is a challenge in the 
short term, once built out, there is 
no reason why 1,000 or even 10,000 
schools cannot come to study toget
her at the same time with more 
children enrolled in the educational 
system than· ever before. The point 

o of that would be uniform education 
~ thanks to stable technology net-
~ works that offer a level playing field 
~ to one and all. 

There is a huge scope for growth. 

The National Sample Survey (NSS) 
data shows that only 12.5 % of the 
households of students in India 
have internet access at home, with a 
sharp urban-rural divide-27% 
have access in urban areas and only 
5% in rural areas. Also, only one
third of households have some 
member with access to the internet. 
In fact, only half of the households 
with any access to internet own a 
computing device, smartphones in
cluded. Thismeanseveryoneat home 
may not have access to the internet. 
The road to self-reliance is only just 
beginning as technology makes 
rapid strides towards the future. 
The world of tomorrow will not 

just feature schools and colleges 
thathavemanagedtoharnessthe 
power of digital connectivity and 
knowledge-sharing. Internet of 
Things (IoT) has ensured that we 
willbave the internet running 
through software in our devices at 
home, office and cars, and with the 
ability to communicate with each 
other. 

Building out a robust network to 
support digital education does more 
than benefit those who provide 
educatibn and services and pro
ducts on it. Most of all, it empowers 
those on the receiving end, as it 
transforms their lives from the 
have-nots to the haves. 

The writer is CEO-pres iden t, 
Samsung Southwest Asia 
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■ SHAHNAAZ, KHAN 

A teacher's role today, goes 
much beyond just disseminat-

1 ing knowledge. It is about nur
ruring young learners to be re
silient, adaptive, innovative, 
empathetic and critical 
thinkers; all of which they 
need, to be successful in a 

1 fast evolving world. As 
teachers, it is our collec
tive responsibility that 

1 we open their minds to 
not just 'what was', but 
to 'what can be' and 

. . Space for 
discussion and 

debate 
■ 'what is my role in it'. 

The bubbles created by 
social media, and magnified by 

■ the pandemic, are mirrors to 
what an extremely . polarised 
world may look like. 

1 Creating classrooms where 
multiple perspectives are de
bated and discussed critically 
and reflectively is imperative 

towards nurturing 21st century 
global citizens. However, the 

question is how ready or 
equipped are we, to foster this 
environment? We need to in
trospect at every level and re
flect on our teaching pedagogy. 
Our own learning process gives 

us an opporrunity to imple

ment methodologies to help 
the classrooms evolve as 
healthy spaces to collaborate, 
and express and respect diffe
rent voices. 

The Social Sciences provide 
an excellent space to engage in 

such discussions. The subject is 
able to unravel nonnative bin-

The Social Sciences can be an umbrella under which students can explore their lived 

experience and realities, not just in subject silos but as a cohesive whole 

aries, while traversing in the 

grey zones of righr and wrong. 
The teacher as facilitator of de
bates and discussions is pivotal 

to contextualise the text and 
provide conceptual clarity. 

Understanding as 
reflection 
This is the first step to untangle 
complex narratives and events. 
What is my stand on an issue, 
and why have I chosen said 

stand? Before understanding 

what makes others ta1<e con
flicting perspectives, learners 
need to engage with what 
makes them hold on to theirs. 

Any issue of relevance to the 
learner can be picked up here 

- from the Partition to the on-

going farmer protests. Before 
debates and discussions with 
others, reflection provides lear
ners with the opportunity to 
consolidate and comprehend 
their thoughts. 

Developing a thinking 
classroom 
Visible thinking routines are ef
fective to get studen'ts to share 

how they feel and reflect, as 
well as give teachers a sense of 

the learning. Try to develop in · 

dependent thinkers by nurtur
ing a culture of creative think

ing and encouraging students 
to have a voice in the class

room. Adopt a concept-based 

curriculum, a 21st century need 

in academics to develop inde-

pendent thinkers. This is a re

search-backed approach to 

teaching thinking dispositions, 
and has provided educators 
with a tool kit to develop a cul

ture of thinking in the class
room. Students should be en
couraged to discuss their take 
on an issue from multiple sta
keholder perspectives, which 

can show that different people 
have different connections to 

the same thing that influence 
their stand. 

Debate as discussion 
It is a valuable skill to be able to 

both debate your 'opponent' 
and discuss your points of view. 

The Social Sciences as a curri

culum are effective in provid-

ing a space where the learners 

engage with the human expe

rience and condition as a labo
ratory in itself. The Socratic 

Method - using questions to 

probe values, principles and 

student beliefs - is a great tool 

to encourage classroom dis

course. Inquiry, rather than 

facts and topics, drives the dis

cussion. What is the value for a 

student in 21st century India in 

learning about the French Re

volution? By conceptually un

peeling concepts and context, 

we understand governance as a 

system, change as a constant, 

and state legitimacy as a rela
tionship. So, the srudent is able 

to relate these to democracy, 

dissent, and revolutions as they 

see around them. 

Contexts and connections 
The Social Sciences can be that 

umbrella under which sruden ts 

can explore their lived expe

rience and realities, not just in 

subject silos but as a cohesive 

whole. Learning more about 

ourselves and the world 
around can be enlivened by 

aligning it with other domains, 

and even using their con-
cepts, knowledge and 

ski.11s. The school, the
refore, needs to evolve 
towards concept-based 

learning to give student 

voice priority, among other re

forms. Connecting the threads 

of learning, debate and discus

sion can foster creative think

ing beyond traditional Social 

Science topics. 
Including such practices 

routinely in Social Science 

classrooms is possible for of

fline, online or hybrid learning. 

It is especially crucial given the 

effect the pandemic has had on 

education to keep students en

gaged and informed. Navigat

ing critical issues of our times 

can seem daunting but, with 

careful thought and prepara

tion, the teacher can nurture 

thought leaders and change 

makers of tomorrow, who are 

willing to engage with multiple 

ideas, identities and ideologies. 

The writer is the Political Science 

teacher at Shiv Nadar School , 

NOIDA. 
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Fostering future entrepreneurs ~ 
Coping with challenges of the future 
require the right skHl-sets and that 
involves developing entrepreneurial 
mindset early, says Mekin Maheshwari 
of the Udhyam Learning Foundation 

■ MADHU MITHA SRINI VASAN 

Today, as the focus of 
education shifts from 
academic learning to skill
building, developing an 
entrepreneurial mindset 

empathetic, experimental, 
and collaborative . When 
entrepreneurial mindsets 
and skills are built, 
students are equipped to 
solve challenges . 
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interventions have been 

. makes students job-ready 
and helps them address the 
challenges of the future. 
This is what the Udhyam 
Learning Foundation (ULF) 
has been working towards, 
through its programmes, 
Udhyam Shiksha (for 
students) and Udhyam 
Vyapar (for micro
entrepreneurs). 

Being entrepreneurial 
adds significant value to 
every student, irrespective 
of whether they go on to be 
a scientist, teacher, doctor, 
or business leader. 
Entrepreneurial people are 
able to solve more 
problems, operate with 
higher grit, try new things, 
and continuously 
understand and improve 
themselves. These 
mindsets, and the 21st· 
century skills that students 
learn, are what employers 
seek. 

Skill-building: Customers interacting with students at a 
business fair. (Left) Mekin Maheshwari. 

used as implementation 
channels. For students who 
don't have Internet access, 
interactive worksheets have 
been developed. The 
activi ties in the curricul urn 
have been re-imagined fo r a 
more independent context, 
to enable learners to 
experience them without 
any facilitation from the 
teachers . It has also opened 
up more opportunities for 
integrating real-life 
learning. For e.xarnple, 
now, students can work on 
situations that are real for 
them and their immediate 
contexts, such as family 
and neighbourhood. 

Launched in 2017, 
Udhyam Shiksha works on 
education reforms, co
created with state 
governments, to enable 
learning-by-doing. Focused 
on education modules that 
are more connected with 
real-world aspects while 
increasing learner 
autonomy among students, 
it has collaborated with the 
governments of Delhi, 
Haryana, Assam, Kerala, 
Maharashtra, and 
Karnataka. The 
Entrepreneurship Mindset 
Curriculum (EMC), 
designed specifically for 
students from Classes 9 to 
12, is currently being 
implemented across 1,024 
schools, in Delhi. 

Mekin Maheshwari , 
Founder and CEO, Udhyam 
Learning Foundation, 
offers insights into the need 
for entrepreneurship at the 
school level and the various 
facets of the programme. 

Need for 
entrepreneurship 
Humanity is staring at 
complex social and 
environmental problems 
that require us to be more 

"" 

Building agency 
Students learn various 
skills and mindsets through 
a set of structured activities 
and reflection questions. 
One of the mindsets is to 
develop self-awareness, 
and this is done in a fun 
and engaging manner to 
enable them to understand 

themselves and each other. 
Every week, on one day, 
they take a break from 
teacher-facilitated activities 
and anchor a student
driven process in which 
they practise building 
communication skills 
through debates and Just-A· 
Minute talks. Interactions 
with other professionals 
and entrepreneurs also 
help them explore different 

:: :: :: : : ::: :: : :: :: : : :: : :: : : :: :::: : .... ..... . . 

The shift in learners' 
attitudes towards risk• 
taking, collective 
problem-solving, and 
self-belief can be seen 
in this level. 

careers. 
Then there are field 

projects, where students 
apply their learnings by 
running a small venture to 
create value in any domain 
that aligns \vith their 
strengths and purpose. 
Every learner receives seed 
money between tS,OOO 
and no,ooo to run their 
own business for six weeks, 
and 91% is returned at the 

end of the course . The shift 
in learners' attitudes 
towards risk-taking, 
collective problem-solving, 
and self-belief can be seen 
in this level. 

During the pandemic 
This past year, the focus 
has been to continue the 
engagement with the 
learners. Hence, social 
media and online 
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Anyone who is intuested 
in conducting an 
entrepreneurial mindset 
programme can write to 
contact@udhyam.org fo r a 
copy of the curriculum, 
which is open-source. 
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I .. , .. ••••""'·•·~•-•• m •--•'"' I ~~n;!::~~~D2~;~~~MMES TA p~~,!'2!~.~~r,~ TUTE ® Mb.J~!r.~1 

TAPUI Manipal Acadt my of Higher Education) •- ;;.., - -~ ,~.. ,_ 

~ A Pai Management l~stitute (Manipal) invites applications for the admission to a full 
time Ph.D. Programme 1n Management for the batch commencing August 2021 . 
Pottnti~l Resehrch Areas: Econqmics and Business PoliCy, Finance and Strategy, 
Marketing Management, Operations and Information Science, Human Resource 
Management, and General Management and Entrepreneurship. 
Minimum Eligi_bility for A;dmlssion: A Master's degree in Management or related subjects 
as t_he area of mt~rest. wrth at least 60%_ marks, from ~ r~cogmz~ universi ty/institute in 
Ind ta or abroad. Diploma must be recognized by Assoc1at1on of Indian Universities. 
financial Aid: The fellowship includes a full waiver of tuition fees, a monthly stipend of 
~~~O~~~~~rl~~~!1~~~~wo years and ~40,000 for the next two years, subject to regular 

Ph.D.~ : Cour~e work and suyei:vision will be at TAPMI Manipal and Ph.D. degree to 
be awarded by Mampal Academy o Higher Education. • 
Last date for receiving applications: May 1 S, 2021 ~"-et'.~ 
Start date for the Programme: August 01 , 2021 II 
For ~etailed infonnali<_m on _the application and admission process 1 
pleas_e_see: ~w.tapm1.edu.1n/programs/phd/ and for any additional r:, • • 
enquiries, wnte to: phd@tapm1.edu.in i!J 

(Applied) Mathemattcs I Biotechnology I Computer Science 
Economics \ International Relations I Sociology I Legal Studies 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Special multiple entry SAU Visa I Quotas for students i~"a', 

from. SAARC coun. tries I Globally recruited. Faculty •. ,, •... ,, ~-. . . 
State-of-the-an Biotechnology laboratories . • • (i.r·._. •. 
W1F1-enabled campus I Scholarships & Financial 1-. . ,:

0
, 

Aid schemes-. I Host el fac ilities -, -~ :,:_·: ·• • • .. ;\ \ 

•·_ Apply.by- {!<>Jr~eston ', '. ;:-, ., ~ 
30 March 2021 10 & 11 April 2021 ·:,:...,~: ', -

i For more details, write to~· aA r: · admission2021@sau.lnt Fo\lo~ s on 
.._ or visit www.sau.lnt"' _ _[ fJ a a 
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O1utons on Which 
With rapid technological working parallelly. Tinker Cod ER 

Tndias education segmentis rapid- 
Ly changing and online learning has become an indispensable part of it. 
All thanks to technological advance- 
ments, marking a new chapter for the Experiential learning is a process that allows learners to develop knowledge and skills from sector in the post-Covid world. 

Experience education ditterently 
While other occupations struggled in their own experience rather than from formal courses, says CHARU NOHERIA 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandem- 
ic, educational start-ups and teach- 
ers found a common platform of e- 

learning to engage with learners. 
EdTech startups are mushrooming at 
a rapid pace to keep up with the 
demand in the market. 

While work-from-home was not 
entirely a new concept in the pre- 
Covid days, school-from-homme cer- 
tainly is! Educational institutions 
were among the first to shut down 
and the country was faced with a seri-
ous predicament - academic dis- 

continuity for millions of students. 
Enter, e-learning! The pandemic 
exponentially accelerated adoption of 

e-learning Edtech companies that 
were agile, adapted quickly to the new 
circumstances and offer more than 

use presentations, adaptive practice 
and even instant doubt-clearing, 
making learning more convenient 
and efficient, and creating a unified 
learning solution. These advances in 
e-learning further help India make 
the transition to digital education 
from physical classrooms. And the 
big difference between the traditional 
ways and digital education is expe-
riential learning. Hands-on learning. immersive storytelling, gamifica- 
tion, simulations and videos are the 
best way for students to absorb, retain 
and apply concepts. 

Experiential learning is effective 
because it closely mimics real-world 
experiences, structures and monitors 
those experiences and provides ample 
opportunities for hands-on doing, 
experimenting and simulation. Using 
all these elements produces a pow 
erful learning experience that cannot 
be replicated by other learning meth- 

( 

just online tutoring that existed 
before the pandemic struck. 

With students sequestered at 

the con- 
cepts come to life before your eyes 
and ears-creating greater retention. 

home due to social distancing norms adopt online learning methods since How many of us have sat through 
boring classes and lost interest in sub- 

in Tier-II and Tier-III towns. Schools 
have shifted to online learning and 

teachers are encouraging students to 

movies, you retain more 

and health concerns, educators had they are convenient and efficient. The 
to find efficient and interesting ways future of education is now set to be jects because of the traditional meth- ods.
to engage students. It became impor- student-centric rather than teacher- ods of teaching and learning? 

Experiential learning is, therefore, 
interactive, participative and multi- 
dimensional. It is only through expe- 
riential learning characteristics, when
woven into the curriculum, that 
students will be better prepared to 
face the complexities of the modern 

tant for solution providers to design 
lessons to interest the curious learn- adoption of online learning tools. 
er to learn further, even during the 
pandemic-induced lockdown. 

One reason edtech companies 
were able to allow students to gain 
access to best-in-class remote learn- 

ing is technology. Internet prolifer- is understandable. When you learn world. 
ation and increased usage of smart- to ride a bicycle or to swim, you never 

Today, the classrooms combined 
with digital learning tools through 
innovative methods have helped in 
increasing the student's engagement 
with personalised learning approach. 
Artificial intelligence and machine 
learning have become an integral part 
of the teaching process that allow stu- 
dents to learn with an understand- 

centric, with the advent and increased 

Experiential 
Experiential learning is a process that 
allows learners to develop knowledge 
and skills from their own experience 
rather than from formal courses. This 

learning: 

Edtech companies are facilitating ing 
phones has made elearning more forpet he o Swim, yOu never 

The writer is Co-Founder and CO0, 
Practically 

orget because you learnt the skills live classes, automated attendance, 
accessible than ever, even to students practically. Similarly, when you watch personalised assignments, ready-to- 
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Donors And Academic Freedom 
Gven stormy seas in today's India, funding must be diversifed beyond a few business sources 

till now viewed Ashoka as a model to 

emulate. This model is highly dependent 
on donors for the huge funding required 
to attract world-class faculty with world- 

class salaries. provide scholarships for 
65% of students and expand fast. 

This model carries the risk of sudden 

stops in donations. No one should be 
surprised that business donors want to 
distance themselves from a university 
whose best-known stafi 

Swaminathan S Anklesaria Aiyar 

Ashoka 
reputation as a wvorld- 
class 
university has been 
dented by Prof Pratap 
Bhanu 

University's 

liberal arts 

Mehta: His 
media columns highly critical of the 
BJP proved very inconvenient for 
those running Ashoka. Former chief 
economic adviser Arvind Subramanian 
also resigmed from the faculty, saying 
Ashoka could 
academic freedom. Students went on 
strike, and 150 academics worldwide 
condemned Ashoka. 

That is a tragedy, but the big issues of 
higher education go far beyond Ashoka 
or Mehta. Five years ago, I was with a 
groupof journalists in Kolkata covering 
the last state election. At a meeting 
with top academics, they castigated 
CM Mamata Banerjee for destroying 
academic standards. They said not only 
seats in good colleges but also academic 
posts were being sold for cash, and 
critics were being victimised. Today's 
Ashoka controversy reminds me eerily 
of that episode. 

Despite her high-handed tactics, 
Mamata won that election with a 

fulminate 
against the government in columns 
and TV appearances. Some donors are 
fervent Modi admirers. Others fear 

politicalretribution. 
Such fears go back decades. When 

businessmen are asked to rate the 

budget onTV on budget day virtually none 
rate it less than 8 out of 10, regardless of 
which party is in power They know that 
an honest answer carries political risks. 
Speaking truth to power does not help 
Suckingup does. 

Those 

no longer protect 

unning Ashoka University 
are trying to salvage the situation. To 
re-establish a reputation for academic 
freedom, Ashoka is thinking of creating 
internal "firewalls" to check external 
pressures on the faculty and an 
ombudsman to settle disputes. 

But this will not solve the problem of 
donations drying up. leaving Ashoka 
without funds for staff, scholarships 
and

One stateprofessortold me, "Ourpromo 
tions and prospects depend entirely on our relations with top politicians and One state professor told 

massive majority. Narendra Modi also bureaucrats. It does not depend on our me,"our promotions and 
won a massive majority in the 2019 research papers or budget analysis. So 
general election despite a much- 
criticised crackdown on dissenting quality of college education is so poor 
students at Jawaharlal Nehru University 
and Aligarh Muslim University, and non-profit universities like Ashoka 
arresting academic critics under laws would establish global standards without 
on sedition and unlawful activities laws. 
When the electorate cares so little about 
freedom in universities, politicians are 
unlikely to change their increasingly founders deny this. But even if there was 
illiberal attitude. 

ambitious expansion plans. prospects depend entirely 
on our relations with top 

I had hoped that private sector, politicians and bureaucrats.
It does not depend on our 
research papers or budget 

forced by political pressure. Ashoka's analysis. So why should 

The answer is to lessen dependence on 
business donors. 

why should we bother?" No wonder the 

Having 15 business donors may 
look like diversification, but does not 
diversify outcomes: All 1 can stop 
donations simultaneously. The donor 
base should be expanded to no 
business foundations, foreign donors. 
alumnidonations and crowdfunding. 

Reducing dependence on business 
donations also neans cutting nbitions 
and costs. Cut salaries, reduce scholka 
ships tron 65°% to say 40o, slash 

ambitious expansion 
distance learning to eut costs. Tnis 

may diSmay Ashoka's founders, who 

wish to quickly establish an Indian 

version of Harvard or Oxford. But t 

needs a better model to navigate storniy 

seas in lndian conditions. 

sucking up to politicians. I was wrong. 
Mehta says his resignation was 

we bother?" No wonder 
no overt pressure, busimessmen and the quality of college 

education is so poor 
Many years ago, I participated in a 

World Bank course to improve academic 
and media analysis of state budgets. While 
the central budget was thoroughly and
expertly discussed by the media and 
academics, state budgets were not. So, the 
Bank invited state university academics 
to write papers on their state's budget. 

The quality of thepapers and discus-
sion that followed was abysmal. Why? 

other donors fear antagonising the 
government, and will, without any 

political orders, distance themselves 

from institutions-universities, journals, 
TV channels, NGOs - connected with 

strident government critics. 
Mehta was hired as an asset to 

Ashoka. But in recent years the trustees 

indicated to Mehta he had become a 

liability, that angry donors were with- 

holding donations. Ithink Mehtashould 
have said, so what? Heand Subramanian 
should have fought their battles within 
the university and dared the trustees to 
sack them. 

plans. Use 

That is now in the past. The bigger 
problem is the fate of universities who 
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